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1. Executive Summary

Wellesley Open Space and Recreation Plan 2015-2022 is the Town of Wellesleyd ¢hird Open
Space & RecreationP|l an, and reflects the Townds diverse op
needs and goals of the community. Although Wellesley is a well-established community and

most land area has been developed, there remain significant and important open space

resources throughout town, and open space management and protection is a priority.

Wellesleyd s open space resources range,collegessasdal e from g
private estates to small pocket parks and public gathering places in commercial areas. The

system is comprised of parks managed primarily for active and passive recreation; naturalized

sanctuaries which are home to native wildlife and plants; trails and pedestrian pathways,

greenways and wildlife corridors; wetlands and other natural resource areas; and a vital urban

forest. The environmental and public health benefits that accrue from this open space are

considerable and its presence contributes greatly to the aesthetic appeal of the community.

In defining open space, this plan recognizes the variety of open space that characterizes
Wellesley and also draws on the values of open space identified in the new Wellesley Natural
Resource Protection Development policy. For this plan, open space is defined as land that is
substantially in a natural state or landscaped in such a manner as to provide some or all of the
following open space values:

a. Provides passive or active recreational opportunities

b. Provides habitat for native plants and animals

c. Can be sustained for conservation purposes in an undisturbed or minimally managed
condition

d. Protects water bodies or wetland resources

e. Protects water quality or contributes to storm water control

f. Ensures that the land will remain in farming, forestry, or recreational use

g. Preserves a scenic or historic view

h. Protects significant trees

i. Is adjacent to land with open space value

j-Providesigr een featureso or environmental services

k. Provides a wide variety of public benefits

I. Contributes to the environment

The benefits and values of open space will be discussed throughout this plan, and have helped
shape the goals and objectives laid out in the plan.

Wellesley Open Space and Recreation Plan 2015-2022 builds on the successes as well as the

ongoing needs identified in the previous two Open Space Plans, and also reflects issues and

challenges that have emerged in the 20 years since the last Open Space & Recreation Plan.

The Plan begins by laying out the community setting of Wellesley, including a brief history of the

Townébés devel opment, open space painvedoryrfghe and i nfr
Townédés environment al resources, including a det ai
sections are followed by a Needs Analysis, which was developed with significant input from the

community. The Needs Analysis leads directly to the Goals and Objectives and an Action Plan,

which have been designed to meet the open space needs identified by the community. The Plan
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also includes numerous maps, tables and figures that provide supporting information.

Many of the Towndés goals identified in previous O
publication of the previous Open Space and Recreation Plan, Wellesley has established a

comprehensive management plan at Morses Pond, seen great improvements in its trail system

and restored and refurbished numerous parks, and taken steps to acquire 2 significant parcels

of land that could be used as Open space or Recreational facilities. Nevertheless, open space

needs still remain. Gradually, Wellesley continues to lose open space, shrinking the tree

canopy, increasing impervious land cover, reducing wildlife habitat and breaking up green
corridors. One of Wellesleyd s most i mportant open space needs is
tools for the permanent protection of key unprotected open space. Although this goal is carried

forward from previous Plans, Wellesley Open Space and Recreation Plan 2015 identifies

several new tools that may be useful in this effort, including zoning tools and more active use of

Conservation Restrictions. The need to establish sustainable funding sources for open space

preservation remains unmet and is a high priority.

This Plan also identifies new needs and establishes goals and objectives to meet these needs.
Over the past five years, there has been a growing recognition of the links between open space
and other important concerns, notably public health and climate change. Well-designed,
accessible open space is important to support a physically active and healthy population.
Wellesleyd s open spaces should strengthen active and p
bicycle and pedestrian transportation and recreational opportunities. A healthy urban forest,
including street trees, will improve air quality and reduce the growing problem of the urban heat
island effect. Increased urban greening on both public and private property will reduce the
negative impacts of stormwater pollution and flooding, both of which will likely worsen with
climate change. A well-connected open space system will help species threatened by climate
change. Many open space strategies can help reduce energy consumption.

The Plan also reflects Wellesleyd s ¢ u r r e it tircumstamees) amd emphasizes the
importance of maintenance and stewardship of our existing open space resources even in times
of fiscal stress. The economic, public health, habitat, water resource and aesthetic benefits of
Wellesleyd s o pen s parevwel-estgblisheel and will increase in importance as the
Town grows and the climate changes. This Plan reflects the strong consensus that it is critical
for the Town to continue a high standard of care and maintenance of its open space resources.

To accomplish the goals set out in the Open Space & Recreation Plan, there are a wide variety
of activities detailed in the Action Plan. Some actions are specific and have a clear timeline.
Others call for further study of a specific challenge to identify the most appropriate strategies for
moving forward. Wellesleyd previous Open Space Plans have proven to be valuable, living
documents, helping shape and direct open space protection and management, and establishing
goals for the future. Wellesley Open Space & Recreation Plan 2015-2022 continues that
tradition, celebrating our achievements, identifying our needs, and setting out a plan to meet our
goals.



2. Introduction

A. Statement of Purpose

As a nearly built-out community, the Town of Wellesley continues to feel the pressure between
the rights of private and public property owners to expand development on their land, and the
need to preserve and protect its remaining open spaces. Open space is needed for natural
resources protection, recreation and to mai
the region continue to experience the pressures of growth, Wellesley residents are increasingly
aware of the need to preserve the resources thatt he Townds ¢ ihdve lzeennso
thoughtful to protect.

The text, maps and photos in this plan constitute the third update of the original Open Space
and Recreation Plan written in 1987. The eleven sections are organized to document the
impact of development over time, and the impact that may occur in the future. This document
will provide the cultural and natural context for what has taken place to date, and present the
trends that will continue to impact our community in the future and provides an inventory of open
land, both public and private, protected and unprotected. The intent of the Natural Resources
Commission is that a new and thorough examination of data, goals and specific actions will help

our community balance the needs of all, now and years into the future.
8
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B. Planning Process and Public Participation

Wel |l esl eybds current Open Space and Recreation P
Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA), Division of

Conservation Services guidelines and requirements. The Plan update has been developed to
enhance and protect Wel |l esl eydés wvalwuable natur al
escalating real estate values and t i gldtet wasi ng fi
prepared by the Comprehensive Plan Coordination Group (the CPCG) and was developed to

provide guidance to the Town for the period from 1994 through 1999. The last version was in

need of updating to reflect progress made on its goals and policies, as well as to re-examine

public priorities for open space and recreation. The current update was undertaken by staff and

volunteer members of the Natural Resources Commission, and in collaboration with the

Wellesley Comprehensive Plan, 2007-2017, completed by the Wellesley Planning Department

and its consultant Goody Clancy with extensive input from NRC staff. Public participation was a

key component of the Plan Updateds planning pro
including resi deptustd icno ndceevrenlso pamdy it he communi tyo:
and active open space.

1. Public Participation

Public participation in local planning efforts and decisions has long been a top priority for the
Town and was a key element of the OSRP update efforts. The outline below describes the
public participation process used in development of the plan.

1 Public Survey: In March 2015, a link to an online survey was sent out to all Town
residents with their electric bills. NRC staff also set up a survey station at Babson,
Wellesley Colleges and the Massachusetts Bay Community College, and canvassed
students and faculty for responses. The survey link was also posted to the NRC website,
Facebook page, and distributed to all of the existing contacts and news subscribers.
Initial survey results were compiled and sent back to respondents for review and
comment. The results of this survey, along with feedback from the efforts listed below,
guided the Goals and Action steps outlined in the Plan.

1 Environmental Justice_ Communities Input: Input from the two Environmental
Justices (EJ) areas in Wellesley, identified based on the minority population criteria, was
received through an enhanced public participation outreach effort described in more
detail in Chapter 3 8C.5. Specifically, NRC staff set up survey station tables at Babson
University and Mass Bay Community Colleget o reach members of We |
communities. Similarly, a survey announcement was included in the Barton Rd. and
Babson College newsletters. 138 out of 619, or 22.3% of survey respondents
identified themselves as residents of neighborhoods within the identified
Environmental Justice Community areas.

1 Public Forum: A public meeting was held in October 2009 to present the draft plan and
seek additional input and was held in conjunction with a public forum on one of the
T o w nt@psopen space projects i the Fuller Brook Park Preservation Master Plan. A
power point was presented that included the key elements and findings of the plan to a
group of approximately 100 residents. The forum was highly interactive and the
participants provided excellent feedback that was incorporated into the plan.

9



1 Town Staff and Board Participation: Both Town staff and elected or appointed town
officials from Recreation, Planning, DPW, Historical Commission, Department of Public
Wor ks and the Board of Selectmends Office wei
individual basis, offering their views on a variety of issues pertaining to open space,
cultural and historic resources and recreation, as well as providing final letters of review.

1 Media Outreach: Public participation efforts were publicized as broadly as possible
through all available media outlets including:

Wellesley Natural Resources Commission Facebook Page

Wellesley Natural Resources Commission Newsletter Distribution List
Town of Wellesley website

Public and private school newsletters

Postings at Wellesley libraries

Sustainable Wellesley outreach

Sustainable Energy Committee outreach

Wellesley Conservation Council (local land trust) outreach efforts

Wel |l esl eyds sports organizations outrea:
Mailings to direct abutters of parks and to neighborhood residents
Standard notification to Town Committees and staff members

Local Friends Group outreach (Friends of Morses Pond, Friends of
Brookside

1 Government Outreach (through the Town Clerk& office)

E R W e I I |

9 Visioning Workshop: In February of 2004, a public planning forum on Open Space,
Trails, and Recreation was held to gather public comment for the update of Wellesley's
1994-1999 Open Space and Recreation Master Plan. Over 90 residents and Town
officials attended this workshop and gave the NRC feedback on the large-format maps
and stated goals.

C. Researchers and Writers

This plan was truly a collaborative effort. Text, photos and tables were largely produced by the

Wellesley Natural Resources Commission staff. Maps were created by Brian Dupont and

Christine Narayanaint he Town 6 s I@enwaton Qyptdmis office. The DPW Water,

Recreation and Planning departments all contributed important data and information, along with
considerable time for review and feedback. Finally, this plan would not have been possible
without the committed effort s of t he Towndés volunteer citizens.
Trails committee, Wetlands Protection committee, Recreation Commission, Playing Fields Task

Force, Planning Board and Natural Resource Commission helped to shape the Towns vision for

Open Space and Recreation for the future.

10



3. Community Setting

A. Regional Context

The Town of Wellesley is located in the center of the Charles River Watershed, in the
metropolitan area of eastern Massachusetts and is situated approximately 20 minutes from
downtown Boston by Commuter Rail. Neighboring towns include Weston to the north, Newton to
the east, Needham and Dover to the south, and Natick to the west. Town boundaries to Newton
and Dover are formed by the Charles River. Refer to Map 1 i Regional Context for more
information.

Wellesley has excellent transportation accessibility and is bisected by Routes 9 and 16 and by

the MBTAG6s Worcester Commuter Rai | i ne. Wel | es | e
south shore with access provided by Route 128/Route 95, a circumferential highway which

skirts its eastern border. The Town is a gateway access point to the western part of the state

through the Massachusetts Turnpike, which is located just over Wellesley's northern border.

11
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